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PROCLAMATION OF THE MILITARY OCCUPATION OF SANTO DOMINGO BY 

THE UNITED STATES 

November 29, 1916 

Whereas, a treaty was concluded between the United States of America 
and the Repubhc of Santo Domingo on February 8, 1907, Article III 
of which reads: 

Until the Dominican Republic has paid the whole amount of the 
bonds of the debt its public debt shall be not increased except by pre- 
vious agreement between the Dominican Government and the United 
States. A like agreement shall be necessary to modify the import 
duties, it being an indispensable condition for the modification of such 
duties that the Dominican Executive demonstrate and that the Presi- 
dent of the United States recognize that, on the basis of exportations 
and importations of the like amount and the like character during the 
two years preceding that in which it is desired to make such modifi- 
cation, the total net customs receipts would at such altered rates of 
duties have been for each of such two years in excess of the sum of 
$2,000,000 United States gold; and 

Whereas, the Government of Santo Domingo has violated the said 
Article III on more than one occasion; and 

Whereas, the Government of Santo Domingo has from time to time 
explained such violation by the necessity of incurring expenses incident 
to the repression of revolution; and 

Whereas, the United States Government, with great forbearance and 
with a friendly desire to enable Santo Domingo to maintain domestic 
tranquillity and observe the terms of the aforesaid treaty, has urged 
upon the Government of Santo Domingo certain necessary measures 
which that Government has been unwilling or unable to adopt, and 

Whereas, in consequence domestic tranquillity has been disturbed and 
is not now established, nor is the future observance of the treaty by 
the Government of Santo Domingo assured; and 

Whereas, the Government of the United States is determined that 
the time has come to take measures to insure the observance of the pro- 
visions of the aforesaid treaty by the Republic of Santo Domingo and 
to maintain the domestic tranquillity in the said Republic of Santo 
Domingo necessary thereto; 

Now, therefore, I, H. S. Knapp, Captain, United States Navy, com- 
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manding the cruiser force of the United States Atlantic Fleet, and the 
armed forces of the United States stationed in various places within the 
territory of the Republic of Santo Domingo, acting under the authority 
and by the direction of the Government of the United States, declare 
and announce to all concerned that the Republic of Santo Domingo is 
hereby placed in a state of military occupation by the forces under my 
command, and is made subject to military government and to the 
exercise of military law applicable to such occupation. 

This military occupation is undertaken with no immediate or ulterior 
object of destroying the sovereignty of the Republic of Santo Domingo, 
but, on the contrary, is designed to give aid to that country in returning 
to a condition of internal order that will enable it to observe the terms 
of the treaty aforesaid, and the obligations resting upon it as one of the 
family of nations. 

Dominican statutes, therefore, will continue in effect in so far as 
they do not conflict with the objects of the occupation or necessary 
regulations established thereunder, and their lawful administration will 
continue in the hands of such duly authorized Dominican officials as 
may be necessary, all under the oversight and control of the United 
States forces exercising military government. 

The ordinary administration of justice, both in civil and criminal 
matters, through the regularly constituted Dominican courts, will not 
be interfered with by the military government herein established; 
but cases to which a member of the United States forces in occupation 
is a party, or in which are involved contempt or defiance of the authority 
of the military government, will be tried by tribunals set up by the 
military government. 

All revenue accruing to the Dominican Government, including reve- 
nues hitherto accrued and unpaid, — whether from customs duties 
under the terms of the treaty concluded on February 8, 1907, the 
Receivership established by which remains in effect, or from internal 
revenue — shall be paid to the military government herein established 
which will, in trust for the Republic of Santo Domingo, hold such 
revenue and will make all the proper legal disbursements therefrom 
necessary for the administration of the Dominican Government, and 
for the purposes of the occupation. 

I call upon the citizens of, and residents and sojourners in, Santo 
Domingo to cooperate with the forces of the United States in occupa- 
tion to the end that the purposes thereof may promptly be attained. 
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and that the country may be restored to domestic order and tranquilhty, 
and to the prosperity that can be attained only under such conditions. 

The forces of the United States in occupation will act in accordance 
with military law governing their conduct, with due respect for the per- 
sonal and property rights of citizens of, and residents and sojourners in, 
Santo Domingo, upholding Dominican laws in so far as they do not con- 
flict with the purposes for which the occupation is undertaken. 

H. S. Knapp. 

Captain United States Navy, 
Commander Cruiser Force, 
United States Atlantic Fleet. 
U. S. S. OLYMPIA Flagship, 
Santo Domingo City, R.D. 
November 29, 1916. 



AN ACT TO PROVIDE A TEMPORARY GOVERNMENT FOR THE WEST INDIAN 
ISLANDS ACQUIRED BY THE UNITED STATES FROM DENMARK' 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That, except as hereinafter 
provided, all military, civil, and judicial powers necessary to govern 
the West Indian Islands acquired from Denmark shall be vested in a 
governor and in such person or persons as the President may appoint, 
and shall be exercised in such manner as the President shall direct 
until Congress shall provide for the government of said islands: Pro- 
vided, That the President may assign an oflBicer of the Army or Navy 
to serve as such governor and perform the duties appertaining to said 
office: And provided further. That the governor of the said islands shall 
be appointed by and with the advice and consent of the Senate: and 
provided further, That the compensation of all persons appointed imder 
this Act shall be fixed by the President. 

Sec 2. That imtil Congress shall otherwise provide, in so far as 
compatible with the changed sovereignty and not in conflict with the 
provisions of this Act, the laws regulating elections and the electoral 
franchise as set forth in the code of laws published at Amalienborg 
the sixth day of April, nineteen hundred and six, and the other local 
laws, in force and effect in said islands on the seventeenth day of 
January, nineteen hundred and seventeen, shall remain in force and 

' Public — No. 389. — C4th Congress. 



